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[bookmark: _Hlk184575535]THE BUNGOMA COUNTY EARLYCHILDHOOD EDUCATION ACT,
(No. 7 of 2015)
IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred by section 32 of the Bungoma County Early Childhood Education Act, 2015, the County Executive Committee Member for Education and Vocational Training makes the following Regulations—

[bookmark: _Hlk184554974][bookmark: _Hlk184555024]THE BUNGOMA COUNTY EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION REGULATION 2024

PART I: PRELIMINARY
1. CITATION 
This regulation may be cited as the Bungoma County Early Childhood Education Regulations, 2024 and shall come into force upon publication in the Kenya gazette.
2. Interpretation 
                                                                                                                                                              
In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires— 
"Act" and "the Act" means the Bungoma County Early Childhood Education Act of 2015;

 "CECM" means the County Committee Member for the time being responsible for matters related to ECDE and technical and vocational education and training; 
"certificate" means the level of qualification below diploma or its equivalent; 

 "child" means a person who is atleast three years of age and not more than eight years of age;
“COGEMIS” means County Government Education Management Information Systems.
 "ECDE" means Early Childhood Development Education;
"ECDE teacher in charge " means head administrator of an Early Childhood Education Development Centre
 "Children with Special Needs" means children whose mental characteristic, sensory abilities, physical characteristics, emotional and social adjustment or communication abilities are underdeveloped and include children who suffer from long term disabilities and affect the body or emotions to the extent that learning growth and development are affected;

 "County Education Board" means the county Education Board establishment under section 17 of the Bungoms County ECDE Act 2015. 

"County Government" means the County Government of Bungoma;

"Executive Committee Member" means the County Executive Committee Member responsible for matters relating to education

"Prescribed" means prescribed by the County Executive Committee Member responsible for matters relating to education.

"Developmental" means physical, social, emotional and intellectual growth of the child

3. The objects and purposes of this regulation are to:
a) Establish a comprehensive early childhood development and education system through an aligned continuum of county and private programmes including early intervention, child care, early childhood special education and family support
b) Provide for the establishment of the infrastructure necessary to support the provision of quality education in the early childhood education centres
c) Promote the delivery of quality early childhood education and provide a framework that enhances the quality and efficiency of early childhood education 
d) Provide a framework for the establishment of:
(i) [bookmark: _TOC_250070]Developmentally, culturally, and linguistically appropriate early childhood care and education system including the implementation of program models, standards and curriculum based on research and best practices
(ii) A partnership between the national, government the county and private individuals or institutions and other relevant stakeholders with an interest or expertise in early childhood care and education.
e) Provide and enhance effective and efficient management of early childhood centres.

These regulations shall apply in reference to the Bungoma County Early Childhood Act 2015, the Basic Education Act, 2013, the National Pre-primary Education policy standards guidelines and any other applicable laws and regulations.
4. Standards of ECDE Centres
Any person can establish an ECDE centre which shall adhere to the following standards 

a) Pre-primary schools shall be constructed within residential areas of not more than 2 km radius;
b) Pre-primary schools shall be safely secured;
c) Adequate and safe playgrounds shall be provided in all Pre-primary schools
d) Age appropriate and suitable play equipment and materials shall be provided, maintained and serviced in all Pre-primary schools;
e) High standards of hygiene and cleanliness shall be maintained;
f) Adequate and age appropriate sanitation facilities shall be provided;
g) Pre-primary teachers and other care givers shall be qualified and competent;
h) Pre-primary service providers shall adhere to the safety standards manual for schools in Kenya;
i) There shall be no boarding pre-primary schools;
j) Pre-primary service providers shall be sensitized on current health issues;
k) Trees, flowers and edible plants (vegetables and fruit trees) shall be planted in the school compound;
l) The buildings, furniture and toys shall be painted in attractive primary colours;
m) The minimum acreage for a single streamed pre-primary school compound shall be at least 0.5 Acres:
n) Pre-primary schools shall provide reliable, clean, adequate and safe water at numerous strategic points (tuition blocks, toilets/ latrines, kitchen and at the play grounds) for drinking and hand washing.
Part II
5. Establishment and Registration of Early Childhood Center.
Any person who wants to operate an early childhood development and education center must register in accordance with the Bungoma County Early Childhood Education Act 2015 and with this regulations.
6. Procedure for registration
I. Any person or institution eligible shall apply to the CECM to establish an ECDE under these regulations shall do so by submitting its application to the CECM in the form set out in the appendix
II. Other conditions shall apply wholly or in part in reference to part III of the Bungoma County Early Childhood Act 2015
III. The person or organization intending to establish an ECDE shall pay a non-refundable sum of Ksh 10,000 for private ECDE and Ksh 5,000 for public to facilitate the assessment processes required for registration.
IV. The quality assurance and standards office will assess the institution within two weeks upon receipt of the application.
V. The permit issued by the CECM education shall work in tandem with the Basic Education Act 2021 and the Bungoma County Early Childhood Education Act 2015
VI. An applicant who fails to qualify for registration shall appeal to the CECM within thirty days of being notified of the decision.
VII. Upon receipt of the appeal the CECM will constitute a special committee to review the decision for reassessment of the institution and report back to the CECM education within 14 days.
VIII. Should the institution fail to meet the required standards again, the institution shall not be registered and shall wait for three years to apply again for registration.
IX. In exceptional cases where the applicant meets the registration requirement before the expiry of three years; the applicant shall reapply for assessment for registration.
X. the operating permit issued shall suffice for a period of five years upon whose expiry the institution shall pay a non-refundable fee of Ksh 4,000 for renewal of public institution and Ksh 6,000 for private institutions.
XI. Application for renewal shall be done six months prior to expiry of the operating permit.

7. Early Childhood Education Centre Management Committee.
(a).	There shall be established the Early Childhood Education Centre Management Committee in each Early Childhood Education Centre as spelled out in the Bungoma County Early Childhood Education Act 2015 and Basic Education Act 2021. 
b).	The committee shall be composed of not less than seven and not more than nine members appointed by the CECM Education as follows:
i. a representative of the Chief Officer in the department of Education and vocational training
ii. a representative of the Chief Officer in the department of Education and vocational training 
iii. two persons elected to represent parents in the pre-primary school
iv. one representative of the pre-primary school teaching staff elected by fellow
v. one representative of the sponsors of the school to represent special interest groups
vi. one person to represent persons with special needs
vii. teacher in charge who shall be the secretary. 
Vii A maximum of two co-opted members whose knowledge and skills are necessary for the functions of the centre
c).	The CECM education shall appoint members of Early Childhood Education Centre Management Committee
8. The Functions of the Early Childhood Education Centre Management              Committee shall be:
a) Promote the best interests of the institution and ensure its development;
b) Develop Strategic and Development Plans for the pre-primary school;
c) Adapt and implement communication strategy for the pre-primary school;
d) Promote quality care, nutrition and health status of pre-primary school children;
e) Ensure holistic development of pre-primary school children including those with special needs and disabilities;
f) Provide a secure physical and psycho-social environment for the pre- primary school children;
g) Sensitize parents against cultural beliefs and practices that hinder access to pre-primary education;
h) Identify and prioritize the needs of pre-primary schools within their communities;
i) Develop viable strategies to meet the needs of the pre-primary school and community;
j) Mobilize parents and local communities to support pre-primary education programmes;
k) Manage pre-primary education programmes effectively;
l) Mobilize local resources to support pre-primary education programmes;
m) Account for any funds allocated to the pre-primary school;
n) Ensure provision of quality and relevant services for the pre-primary school children including those with special needs and disabilities;
o) Ensure that pre-primary school facilities adhere to the prescribed standard guidelines;
p) Ensure that pre-primary school facilities are adequate and well maintained;
q) Liaise with relevant authorities to provide basic needs for vulnerable children;
r) Liaise with relevant authorities to promote the rights, welfare and safety of all pre-primary children and staff;
s) Create awareness on the importance of the pre-primary education programmes;
t) Ensure regular and timely communication on the status of the pre- primary school;
u) Advise the County Government on the staffing needs of the pre- primary school;
v) Facilitate and ensure the provision of guidance and counselling to all children in the pre- primary school;
w) Promote the spirit of cohesion, integration, peace, tolerance, inclusion, elimination of hate speech and elimination of tribalism in the pre- primary school;
x) Encourage learners, staff, parents, community and other stakeholders to render voluntary services in the pre-primary school;
y) Ensure that every pre-primary school submits a quarterly report to the ward ECD co-coordinator with a copy to CEB;
z) Submit an annual report to the County Education Board.

9. Establishment of Sub County Early Childhood Education Office
There shall be a sub county office established in each sub county headed by the sub county ECDE coordinator.
10. Functions of Sub County Early Childhood Education Office
a) Facilitate quality standards assurance and assessment;
b) Facilitate social mobilization and advocacy for pre-primary school children including those with special needs and disabilities;
c) Facilitate capacity building for ECE teachers and officers;
d) Oversee formation of Early Childhood Education Committees;
e) Carry out regular monitoring and evaluation of pre-primary education programmes;
f) Develop and maintain linkages and partnerships for pre-primary education
programmes;
g) Collect, collate and disseminate pre-primary education data;
h) Ensure accurate data for all pre-primary education is captured in CEMIS/COGEMIS
11. Establishment of Sub County Early Childhood Education Office
The shall be established Sub County Early Childhood Education office whose Functions are:
a) Provide adequate pre-primary school infrastructure;
b) Provide adequate instructional and safe play materials;
c) Facilitate quality assurance and assessment;
d) Facilitate social mobilization and advocacy for pre-primary school children including those with special needs and disabilities;
e) Provide a sustainable feeding programme in pre-primary schools;
f) Provide funds for research and regulatory framework for pre-primary education;
g) Provide capitation grants;
h) Facilitate capacity building for ECDE teachers and education officers;
i) Oversee formation of Early Childhood Education Centre Management Committees
j) Ensure that all pre-primary schools are audited by certified authority;
k) Carry out regular monitoring and evaluation of pre-primary education programmes;
l) Develop and maintain linkages and partnerships for pre-primary education
programmes;
m) Collect, collate and disseminate pre-primary education data;
n) Ensure accurate data for all pre-primary education is captured in CEMIS/COGEMIS

12. Parents Association.
There shall be established the parents association whose composition shall be:
a) There shall be a Parents Association for every pre-primary school comprising every parent who has a child in the school; and teacher representatives;
b) There shall be an Executive Committee elected during the annual general meeting;
c) The Executive Committee shall consist of the Headteacher/Teacher in charge, primary head teacher, parents’ representatives of each class and one teacher representing each level (PP1 & PP2);
d) The Head teacher/Teacher in charge of the pre-primary school shall be the Secretary to the Association;
e) The Executive committee shall at its first meeting elect a chairperson from amongst the persons elected;
f) The Chairperson and two other members of the Executive committee shall be incorporated in the Board of Management
13. Functions of parent’s association
a) Carry out advocacy on the importance of pre-primary education;
b) Promote quality care, nutrition and health status of the children;
c) Promote good working relationship between teachers and parents;
d) Discuss and advise parents on their role in promoting the welfare of pre-primary school children;
e) Explore ways to identify and nurture talents of the pre-primary school children;
f) Support BOM in monitoring school activities;
g) Discuss and recommend measures to promote the rights and welfare of children and staff members;
h) Hold at least one meeting per term to deliberate on pre-primary education matters;
i) Embrace delegate system to ensure that pre- primary school matters are deliberated at high levels;
j) Undertake and oversee development projects in pre-primary schools;
k) Support pre-primary school management in monitoring, guidance, counselling and discipline of children.
14, Role of parents.
a) Ensure that children attend school as required;
b) Provide primary care for children;
c) Participate in development of play and learning materials;
d) Participate in key stakeholders’ meetings;
e) Be a communication link on matters arising between the children and teachers;
f) Be actively involved in character formation and holistic development of children;
g) Promote sound moral and religious values in children;
h) Inculcate in children positive attitude towards good health, nutrition and environmental protection;
i) Participate in resource mobilization activities and development projects in the pre-primary school
15. STAFF OF PRE-PRIMARY SCHOOLS
i). Teacher in - charge
The department of education shall deploy a teacher in-charge in all public ECDE centers who
a) Possess the required minimum academic qualifications;
b) Possess a minimum professional qualification of KNEC Diploma in Early Childhood Education (ECE) from a recognized institution;
c) Be registered by the Teachers Service Commission(TSC);
d) Possess a valid certificate of good conduct and medical certificate;
e) Be a practising teacher;
f) Be in charge of day to day running of the institution;
g) Mobilize resources for the school;
h) Undertake a management course of not less than four weeks from a recognized institution.
ii.Pre –primary school teachers who shall:
a) Be above 18 years;
b) Possess a minimum qualification of KNEC Diploma in Early Childhood Education trained in ECE from an institution recognized by the Government (Certificate holders shall upgrade to Diploma);
c) Be registered by the Teachers Service Commission (TSC);
d) Use curriculum designs developed or approved by KICD;
e) Use approved tools to assess children and keep track of their development and progress;
f) Keep children’s progress records in all activity areas;
g) Use approved National Competence Based Assessment Tool to assess readiness of children when transiting from one level to another;
h) Not subject pre-primary children to written examinations and tests;
i) Demonstrate good interpersonal skills;
j) Have a valid medical certificate from a recognized medical facility;
k) Have a valid certificate of good conduct;
l) Dress decently as stipulated in the Teachers Code of Conduct and Regulations;
m) Involve parents/guardians in children’s learning;
n) Respect the culture of people in her/his working environment;
o) Provide every child with a stimulating environment to play, explore and learn;
p) Continuously undertake professional development courses offered by authorised government institutions;
q) Continuously update and maintain professional and administrative records;
r) Acquire, improvise and use play and learning resources;
s) Be creative and innovative in using locally available resources to support learning of individual children;
t) Give children opportunities for free choice activities and rest/sleep when necessary;
u) Prepare children for smooth transition from one level to another;
v) [bookmark: _TOC_250046]Support children to adjust to pre-school environment.
iii. Pre-Primary School Care Givers
There shall be pri –primary school care givers who shall have a certicate in ECDE and shall be appointed by the early childhood education committee and their functions shall be:
a. Support children to adjust to pre-primary school environment;
b. Assist children during feeding and while using washrooms;
c. Provide individualized assistance to learners with special needs and disabilities;
d. Maintain a safe and conducive environment for children to play, explore and learn;
e. Assist ECDE teachers during the lesson activities.

[bookmark: _TOC_250068]16. Admission, Retention and Transition
a) Pre-primary school children shall start schooling at the age of 4 years at Pre-primary 1 (PP1) and transit to Pre-primary 2(PP2) at 5years except for children with special needs and disabilities;
b) All children shall be eligible for admission to Grade1 after their sixth birthday, or if their sixth birthday falls within the first term (January to March);
c) No interviews/examinations shall be conducted for the purpose of admission to Grade1;
d) There shall be no charges in any public pre-primary schools;
e) The Head teacher shall use a child’s immunization card or birth certificate/notification for enrolment at Pre-primary. However, no child shall be denied admission for lack of submitting the above documents; but the parents shall be given three months to acquire a birth certificate;
f) Any child transiting from one level to the next shall be assessed using the approved National Competence Based Assessment Tool;
g) [bookmark: _TOC_250062]The approved national competency based assessment tool shall be handed over to Grade 1 teachers to make them aware of the children’s competencies.
17. Safety in the school Compound.
I. The compound shall be fenced off and have a lockable gate which is manned for security of the learners;
II. There shall be no footpath/road across pre-primary schools;
III. Outdoor play area shall be large enough for the number of children in the centre to play and run around freely and safely (approximately 45 to 50 square ft per child);
IV. Surface of outdoor play area shall be well levelled, free from sharp objects, harmful plants, discarded materials and hazardous objects;
v.	A compost pit shall be provided and located at the furthest corner of the compound (opposite the direction of the wind) and shall be fenced off for the safety of children.
18. Early childhood Education Program

a) All ECDE institution /centres shall offer a KICD approved curriculum.
b)	Child centred learning/teaching approaches shall be used in pre- primary schools;
c)	 Pre-primary education pedagogy shall enhance core competencies, core national values and pertinent and contemporary issues;
d)	Individual children shall be given age/disability appropriate tasks within a specific activity area to enhance acquisition of expected competencies;
e)	Learning/teaching in pre-primary schools shall be developmentally appropriate to cater for individual child differences;
g) Children shall not be subjected to repetition at any pre-primary level;
h) Children shall not be subjected to written examinations, interviews or tests for the purpose of transition from one grade to another;
i) An approved National Competence Based Assessment Tool shall continuously be used to assess children’s ability and progress for individualized planning;
j) County governments and pre-primary management shall provide appropriate and adequate play, learning and teaching materials;
k) Pre-primary children shall be given opportunities to explore the environment through manipulation of materials.
19. Learning Areas In Pre-Primary
a) Pre-primary curriculum shall comprise five activity learning areas:
i) Language activities;
ii) Mathematical activities;
iii) Environmental activities (Social, Science, Life skills, Health and Nutrition);
iv) Psychomotor and Creative activities (Physical & Outdoor,
Music & Movement, Creative Art); and
v) Religious Education & Moral activities (CRE/HRE/IRE & PPI).
b) There shall be a total of 25 lessons per week; 5 lessons per day each lasting 30 minutes distributed as follows:
	Activity Learning Areas
	No. of Lessons per Week

	Language activities
	5

	Mathematical activities
	5

	Environmental activities
	5

	Psychomotor and Creative activities
	8

	Religious Education and Moral activities
	2

	Total
	25



c) Play shall be integrated in all learning activities.
d) Daily routine shall comprise free choice, toileting, health check, learning activity areas, two mid-morning breaks and lunch break
e) Rest for children
20. Language and Communication
a) The language of instruction in all Pre-primary schools shall be the language of the catchment area/Mother Tongue/Kenya Sign Language/Braille/other communication formats;
b) There shall be gradual introduction of use of simple words in English and Kiswahili in preparation for transition to Grade 1.
21. Feeding Program
All early childhood education centers shall provide feeding to its learners
a) Pre-primary schools shall provide children with a mid-morning meal (snacks, enriched porridge or milk) during the 10:00 am break;
Where the school runs full day, in addition to the snack, nutritious hot lunch of a balanced diet (proteins, carbohydrates and vitamins) shall be provided. A mid-afternoon snack shall also be provided in such schools (Half day: 8.00 a.m. – 12 noon; Full day: 8.00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.);
b) Food, snacks and drinks for children with chronic medical conditions, special needs and disabilities shall be provided as per the advice of a medical practitioner from a recognised government hospital;
c) Parents, teachers and other care givers shall be sensitized on issues of health and nutritional needs of children with special needs and disabilities;
d) Pre-primary teachers in liaison with the community health workers/ volunteers shall conduct regular health checks for purposes of immunization, deworming, Vitamin A supplementation and growth monitoring;
e) A teacher, caregiver or a child who contracts a contagious disease such as mumps, measles, chickenpox and tuberculosis shall stay away from the school until cleared by a medical practitioner;
f) When a caregiver/teacher is sick, an alternative arrangement shall be made to provide care for the children;
g) Children shall be guided not to touch anybody else’s blood, share personal items such as tooth brush, nail cutter, handkerchief, and comb or use any sharp objects;
h) Children shall be guided not to accept food items such as soda, sweets or any gifts from anybody without the parent’s or teacher’s permission;
i) There shall be no smoking, drinking alcohol or use of any illicit drugs and substances in schools.

22. Quality Assurance
There shall be established the Education Standards and Quality Assurance committee composed of
(i) Director Education and vocational Training.
(ii) ECDE focal person 
(iii) Quality and Assurance officer in - charge
(iv) Staffing officer
(v) A representative from the finance office

23. Functions of the Education Standards and Quality Assurance Committee	
(i) Registration compliance of the ECDE
(ii) supervise and oversee curriculum implementation and delivery;
(iii) monitor and evaluate standards and quality in ECDE centres
(iv) Enhance Infrastructural compliance

24. Financial Provisions
a. Financing of basic education.
I. The funds of the Department of Education shall consist of:
II. Adequate appropriation by the county assembly in reference to capitation budget of the education department.
III. Grants, donation, gifts and endowment
IV. such other   monies received from national government as   conditional   or   non-conditional grants, 
V. Parents contribution
The funds shall be utilized to promote early childhood education
b. Accounts and Audit of books Accounts.
I. Each ECDE will maintain a book of accounts
II. The CECM education in liaison with CECM finance shall assign accountants to ECDE centers to assist in book keeping
III. The ECDE teacher in-charge shall submit financial reports to the CECM Education at the end of every term through the sub county ECDE coordinators
IV. Within a period of three months after the end of each financial year, the teacher in-charge shall submit to the chief officer the accounts of the ECDE for onward transmission to the Auditor General, 
c. Transition
I. Any ECDE centre which was in existence before coming into force of this regulation shall be liable to this regulation and continue to be so for the relevant period of registration.
II. Any ECDE center which was not registered or whose registration expired before enactment of this regulation shall register as per this regulation.
III. ECDE centres that did not meet the set standards as per this regulation shall cease to operate forthwith and shall apply for re- registration.
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